New Roots Fellowships
Youth Leadership with Basic Rights Oregon

At Basic Rights Oregon, we recognize that the experiences of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) and allied youth are unique and vitally important to the larger movement for equality. We also know that the experiences of many LGBTQ youth have been minimized, including but not limited to LGBTQ youth of color, trans and genderqueer youth, youth who have experienced homelessness and youth with disabilities. 

BRO’s New Roots Fellowships especially seek to centralize the leadership of youth most impacted by homophobia and transphobia to engage in grassroots organizing for social justice. By supporting youth to act from and honor their experiences, BRO is building a politically powerful movement in which youth are truly engaged and relied upon for leadership. 
We are proud to offer the third cycle of New Roots Fellowships - a unique opportunity designed to recognize and hold up the leadership of LGBTQ and allied youth seeking experience in grassroots organizing for social justice. Basic Rights Education Fund is sponsoring this exciting program to kick off Fall 2010.

New Roots fellowships begin with an orientation in early October and run for six months until March 2011. This may be expanded to run a full year through September 2011. Two fellows will each complete 10 working hours per week as appropriate to and flexible with their overall schedules. Hours may include some evenings and weekends. Each fellow will work with BRO’s Youth Organizer to build their own weekly and monthly work plans, set goals and benchmarks, and provide hands-on support and leadership development. 

Incoming New Roots Fellows will work with the Youth Organizer to guide QPOWER (Queer Portlanders Organizing and Working for Equal Rights), BRO’s youth leadership and activist team formed in 2008. QPOWER members receive trainings on key issues as well as selecting and enacting projects which have included: 

· Working on the campaign to defeat local anti-immigrant ballot measures

· Providing leadership at BRO’s 2009 Day of Action and with the passage of the Oregon Safe Schools Act and creating videos of coming out stories and encouraging others to do the same. 

Basic Rights Oregon (BRO) is Oregon's largest grassroots organization dedicated to ending discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. BRO will ensure that all lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Oregonians experience equality by building a broad and inclusive politically powerful movement, shifting public opinion, and achieving policy victories. 
At BRO, we believe that basic rights should be extended to ALL Oregonians-regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, race or ethnicity.  Join us as we work for LGBTQ equality as a part of a larger movement for social justice.

ELIGIBILITY 

· Age 23 years or younger 

· Residing in the Portland Metro area from September 2010 through March 2011. 

REQUIREMENTS 

· A submitted resume including any work, volunteer, and academic experience 

· A submitted letter of interest that speaks to an individual's motivation and interest in  LGBTQ equality and social justice activism

· ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5PM FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2010.
SKILLS PREFERRED  

· Previous volunteering, service work, and/or activist experience- including phone banking, canvassing, campus organizing, tabling, etc.

· Familiarity with social justice issues- such as LGBTQ equality and gender justice, racial and economic justice, immigrant rights, etc.

· Excellent communication skills and experience or willingness to engage in public speaking

AWARDS 

· Hourly wage of $10 hour for 10 hours per week

· Fellows may also receive opportunities to attend various off-site trainings and events
*ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5:00PM FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2010*

If you would like to apply, or are interested in discussing this opportunity in more detail, please contact tash shatz, BRO Trans Justice and Youth Organizer, via:

· Email: tash at basicrights dot org
· Phone: 503-222-6151 extension 110

· US Mail: Basic Rights Oregon, PO BOX 40625, Portland, Oregon 97240 

· Fax: 503-236-6686

